STUDENT TESTIMONIALS

Past LCA student's thoughts on work
experience.

My favourite part from LCA was work
experience because it builds up your
confidence and you get to meet a lot of
new people. It will prepare you for your
future job interview and you will learn
many skills you will need for your job.

After | leave school, | plan to study
childcare in Derry college. My work
experience has helped me to decide this
career because | did work experience in
a playschool for a year and | loved it.

Past student's thoughts on the
LCA programme

We get great support from our LCA
teachers and we are given extra
attention because of our small classes.

LCA was the best 2 years of my life. I'm
so glad | chose to do it, you learn about
life subjects and things you actually
need in life. | had so much fun with all
my classmates and the teachers. We had
such a great friendship between each
other. We were like a little family. We
have so many great memories and good
laughs to remember. | know that | will get
far in life because | did LCA.

I chose LCA because | had a feeling that
ordinary 5th year would be a struggle for me.
It's a different way of learning. I find this makes
it easier and more enjoyable.
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What is the Leaving Certificate
Applied Programme?

The Leaving Certificate Applied is a distinct, self-
contained Leaving Certificate programme. It is a
two-year Leaving, available to students who wish
to follow a practical or vocational based
programme. The word 'applied’ is used because
the programme is designed to allow the students
to apply the learning and experiences they gain
over the two years of the programme to practical
educational tasks at school, in the workplace and
in the wider community. It is marked differently to
the traditional Leaving Certificate established
programme but still is a gateway to third level
education. The talents of all Leaving Certificate
participants are recognised and they are given
the opportunity to develop in terms of
responsibility, self-esteem and self-knowledge.



How the LCA programme is different:
It is a distinct and self-contained programme
made up of a number of courses.
It is a practical programme that makes use of
active and student centred learning
methodologies.
Students complete key Assignments in each
module.
It includes seven Student Tasks that bring
together learning experiences that the students
have gained form the courses they have taken.
The students' work is assessed over the two
years of the programme and they gain credits
as they go along. Practical interviews, oral
assessments and terminal written papers are
among the different forms of assessment used.
The students' communication, problem solving
and practical skills are also assessed.

- The students are also given credits for

attendance.

LCA Credits and Assessment

1. What are credits?
Credits are points or marks. You can
achieve up to 200 credits over the two
years.

2. How do I gain credits?
Credits are gained in 3 ways:
7 Tasks (projects) x 10 credits = 70 credits.
Attendance and key assignments
(homework) = 62 credits.
Final exams = 68 credits.

3. What is a Task?
Atask is like an Action Project. You will
complete 7 tasks over the two year period.

4. What is a key assignment?
A key assignment is an important piece of
homework assigned to you by your
teacher.

5. How do | gain credits for attendance?
You must attend 90%+ of your classes in
each subject.

6. Do I sit final exams in all subjects? Mathematical Applications
No. You sit exams in the following Introduction to Information and Communication
subjects: Technology

Irish, European language (Spanish),
English, HCT, Childcare/Community
Care, Social Education and Maths.

General Education:

Social Education:

Health and Social Education and Contemporary
Issues, Irish (5" Year), Spanish (6" Year)

7. How is the Leaving Cert applied Arts Education: Art and Art Craft and Design,
awarded? Leisure and Recreation (PE)
It is awarded at 3 levels: Electives Modules: Religious Education
Pass - 120-139 credits.
Merit - 140-169 credits.

Distinction — 170-200 credits.
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Work Experience

Students go out on work experience every Friday.

This is an excellent way to sample different
careers. Students arrange their own placements
and a teacher will be in contact with employers
during each placement. References received
during these placements are very beneficial for
future job applications. Students gain experience
and certification with each placement.

Courses/Subjects available in Loreto
Secondary School for LCA:
Vocational Preparation:

Vocational Preparation and Guidance-Career
Guidance and Enterprise, English and
Communication

Vocational Education:

Vocational Specialisms-2 full courses:
Childcare and Community

Hotel, Catering and Tourism
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The Future

Students who successfully complete the LCA
programme are awarded a certificate from the
Department of Education and Skills.

Students will be eligible for jobs in Civil
Service, Aer Lingus, Army, Gardai, Banks,
HSE, County Councils.

Students will be eligible for
PLC Courses (Colleges of Further Education)
PLC Courses to progress to Higher LYIT

North West Regional College (Derry, Limavady
and Strabane) Education (ITs and Universities)

Access Course in LYIT
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