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Welcome to the Official TY Blog!
In this blog, Transition Year students from the media committee will keep
you up to date with everything happening during the TY months of 2021/22.
This blog will be monthly and will include photos, reports of trips and
modules, and more. We hope you enjoy it!

Inish Adventures, Moville Trip

On the cold morning of the 16th of September, us TY students gathered in the lobby for
a brief assembly with Ms Mullin and Ms Rodgers before setting out on the buses to
Moville with Ms Boyle, Ms Rodgers, Ms McKeague and Ms McGlynn. It was a little
strange having no one in the seat beside us due to the current Covid guidelines but
nevertheless, the buses were buzzing with excitement and the hour-long journey to
Moville flew by. When we arrived, the cool sea breeze hit us as we made our way down
the hill and into the centre. We got suited up with wetsuits and safety gear before
classes Fiachra and Fergus headed to the inflatable water park. Classes Fionn and
Finbar went kayaking and paddleboarding, and a few brave souls went banana boating.
After our first set of activities, many of us charged to the tuc shop for the warm cup of
tea and hot chocolate in a desperate attempt to warm ourselves up, as well as for the
‘chip n dip’ option on the menu.
We took part in many activities including the inflatable water park, kayaking,
paddleboarding, and banana boating. The inflatable waterpark included an assault
course with many obstacles as well as a trampoline, slides, monkey bars and a giant
inflatable ball (which many of us went flying off of!). In addition to this, we went
kayaking. It took a while to adjust (especially in the mini kayaks) but it didn't take long
before everyone had got the hang of it. Each class played different games such as
water tag and football. Very few of us had paddle boarded before but like kayaking, we
were quick learners and some of us even managed to stand up, including Ms
McKeague! Another of the activities was banana boating, where we were led out on the
back of a speedboat on an inflatable bright yellow banana! There were many waves and
the sharp turns caused our banana boat to capsize, flinging us into the water in the
process.

It was bittersweet that the fun was over but we were all glad to get into our warm clothes
again. The drive back to the school was quiet as we were all exhausted from the day's
activities and we arrived back at Loreto just before the 4 o'clock bell.
-

By Anna Mc Elhinney & Jennifer Chudley.

-

Photos from the Inish trip taken by Ms Rodgers & Ms Mc Glynn.

Tennis with St. Bernadette’s Special School
-

By Jennifer Chudley.

On the morning of the 23rd of September, seventeen of us Transition Year Students
gathered in the lobby before making our way down to the Letterkenny Tennis Club. On
our walk down, we were filled with anticipation as we were excited to spend two hours
playing tennis with students from St. Bernadette's Special School. We arrived just
before ten greeted by Gerry Clarke, the Head Coach at the Letterkenny Tennis Club,
who supervised us for the afternoon. Accompanying us for the morning were Transition
Year students from Coláiste Ailigh and St. Eunans. We got into pairs and the first bus of
St. Bernadette’s students arrived, with ages ranging from about five to twelve.
In our pairs, we took a student and played different games, including rolling a tennis ball
into the hoop from the furthest away distance possible and mini tennis matches over the
nets. We were amazed to find that some of the younger children were even better at
tennis than us! As well as this, we got to learn lots about the people in our groups and
their hobbies. When we all sadly said goodbye to the first group of students, it wasn’t
long after until the next bus arrived, filled with some older students from St.
Bernadette’s. This time we practised rebounding the tennis ball against a wall, passing
the tennis ball around in a circle using a racket, and playing a few action-packed rounds
of tennis. This really showed us the capability of some of the students with intellectual
disabilities and how they can do anything.
When twelve o’clock came, the fun had to end and it was time to depart ways. We all
said our goodbyes but knew we would see each other again next Thursday for another
event-filled, lively afternoon of tennis. Many thanks to Gerry Clarke, Head Coach of the
Letterkenny Tennis Club and to Ms.Devenney, Ms.Boyle and Isabelle Miranda, Class
Finbar for organising.

Our Park Adventure
-

By Isabelle Miranda.

We departed the school just before two o’clock buzzing with excitement. The two
classes, Fionn and Finbar, walked down towards Ballymacool Park. When we arrived
we were greeted by Mrs McKeague. She explained to us that with the help of other girls
she had made a scavenger hunt for us to partake in. Everyone was split into groups for
the hunt. The first step was to wrap string around all our teammates so we would stay
together, let's just say that didn’t go well. As soon as we started running towards our first
clue, determined to win, the string of wool snapped between us. But that didn’t stop us,
neither did reading the map incorrectly and ending up in the completely wrong location.
Slowly and steadily (and with the help of some gracious teachers) we began to
accumulate all the pieces of the puzzle. Scissors, card, paper plates, a cardboard box,
paper mache, glue and more. Needless to say we were bewildered as to what we were
going to make. After running wildly around the park we were exhausted but strong
willed. We ended up back where we started to piece together the puzzle. We were then
told what we had to make, a car.
After a few minutes of drawing, glueing, inventive ideas and lots of laughter our time
was up. They declared two groups the winners. One for sticking together and keeping
their wool string intact and another for a creative and colourful cardboard car. Even
though some teams didn’t win, everyone had a blast. After waving goodbye to some of
the teachers, some girls went to the coffee van for some well deserved treats. We’d like
to thank Mrs. McKeague and all the other teachers and students who helped us have an
extremely enjoyable day. I can definitely say we all bonded and had the best time.

Students at Ballymacool Park with cars made from card, paper plates, cardboard boxes,
paper mache, glue and more.

Team Building
Class Fiachra:
On the cold Monday morning of the 13th of September, class Fiachra gathered in the
Divine Mercy Center to meet Ms Boyle, before the 9 o'clock bell. She introduced us to
Donal, who told us later that day he had been coming to our school for the past 20
years to carry out team building. He was very enthusiastic and we could all tell he was
an expert from the beginning of the day. He started off by giving us the largest labels we
had ever seen for our names! We then had to introduce ourselves along with giving a
characteristic with the same first letter as our names. This helped us get to know each
other.
After a small break, we went outside and had to greet everyone in our class, which
taught us the importance of inclusion. Next, we were put into small groups and went
inside to discuss respect. After brainstorming, we shared what respect meant to us with
the class. We then had to introduce the person next to us along with answering a series
of questions, such as what their favourite food is or where they went during the summer.
We soon discovered that Marble Hill was busiest on a Monday and that majority of our

class are scared of spiders. We were also amazed to learn the story of a three legged
cat, named Tripod, and the traumatic event of one of our classmates being run over by
the postman as a young child (only class Fiachra will understand). Shortly after, we
played a tense game of ‘Bang’, testing our reflexes. Just before lunch, we had to get
ourselves in order of our birthdays from January to December without saying a word.
This taught us how to communicate non-verbally as a class.
After lunch, we went outside into the sunny afternoon to play a throwing game which
involved working closely together as a team. We had a competition between two groups
to see who could throw the ball in alphabetical order the fastest without it dropping.
Gradually, we added more and more tennis balls into the game, making it harder and
more nerve wracking. Following the competitive game, the groups merged and we had
to pass seven tennis balls around each classmate in alphabetical order. The frustration
built but we didn't give up and kept supporting and encouraging each other each time a
ball was dropped. We decided to come up with ways to calm our class when tensions
became too high by meditating together and taking breaks. We managed to get seven,
the best record so far out of any Letterkenny school this year, according to Donal. When
the final ball was thrown and caught, the well earned victory was awarded to us and we
celebrated in relief together. This was definitely the highlight of our day.
When we came inside, we were on cloud nine after our success and giddily decided to
try and confuse Donal by swapping our name tags. We finished the day by having a
one minute conversation with each of our classmates. It's safe to say the whole class
bonded so well, setting a dynamic atmosphere for us in the coming weeks, one which
will stay intact with us for the rest of our school year. We would like to give the biggest
thanks to Donal and Ms Boyle for organising such an eventful day of laughter and fun. It
is sure to be a day we will never forget out of our Transition Year.
-

By Jennifer Chudley & Anna Mc Elhinney.

Class Finbar:

Class Fionn:

-

Taken by Jennifer Chudley & Anna McElhinney, Class Fiachra.

Environmental Studies Module
-

By Jennifer Chudley.

Class Fiachra are currently redoing some of the areas in our school with Ms Mc Keague
as part of our environmental studies module. We are planning on planting wildflowers
for pollinators such as bees, making a birdhouse from recycled wood and plastic,
revamping and planting produce in the polytunnel, and planting some trees.
On the 15th of September, class Fiachra came into school with old clothes and rain
jackets for an afternoon of gardening. We started making some progress on our
assigned areas. We dug holes for wildflowers, raked soil, located compost, cleared
inside the polytunnel, emptied old plant pots, made plans for the birdhouse, located
wood and made plans of where to plant trees. We hope to make more progress in the
coming weeks.

-

Students from Class Fiachra in action.

Students from Class Fionn donating bags of clothes to the St. Vincent De Paul charity shop in
the main street as part of the Environmental Studies module with Ms Mc Keague.
-Taken by Ríoghnach Mc Fadden, Class Fionn.

Thank you for reading the September Edition of the Transition Year Blog!
-

Written by Jennifer Chudley, Class Fiachra.

