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Fiachra Photography Trip

by Ellie Patton

Photos by Jennifer Chudley
On Thursday the 18th of November class Fiachra hopped on a bus
and made the short journey to Wild Ireland wildlife centre in
Burnfoot .We all wrapped up in lots of layers as it was a chilly day.
We all had cameras packed ready to take some pictures. We
landed at the centre greeted with a warm welcome from the staff
members. We made our way to the start of the guided tour,
cameras ready. We listened to the tour guide while walking around
in awe of all the animals. There were wolves, bears, deer, monkeys,
birds and many

more.

We were all taking lots of photos and even

got some cool action shots of the animals. The bears were
especially photogenic. When we finished the tour and were all
happy with the photos we thanked the staff for their kindness and
we made our way back to the bus.
On our way home we stopped in a cute roadside cafe where we all
had a lovely lunch. There was a choice of paninis, sandwiches,
scones and traybakes! {they were delicious}.

Once our bellies

were full we took a walk across the road to gorgeous gardens
filled with statues, buildings and beautiful scenery.
We continued to take photos there, of the scenery and each other.
We all also took some time to relax our minds and sit in silence to
just think calmly.
We hopped back on the bus and made our way back home after a
fun filled day. We learnt so much about wildlife and photography
from this trip and we all had a great time. A huge thanks to Ms Mc
Glynn and Ms Mc Gowan for taking us on this trip and all the staff
at Wild Ireland and Oak Centre for making it possible.

Think Languages Day 2021
By Zara Neely & Kacey Devir

Think Languages Day is held every year on the 22nd of November. It is a day
where languages are celebrated and you get to learn so many new things!
This year, the TY’s held an event in school. We got to try so many new things.
There was an opening ceremony at nine, followed by a Moroccan tea party
for classes Fionn and Finbar and an Irish sign language lesson for classes
Fiachra and Fergus. It was so much fun getting to learn different phrases
and how to spell out our names.

Then we got to try food! Two girls in each class had to buy foods from two
different countries for each class to try. Class Fergus got to try Italian &
German, class Fiachra tried French, class Fionn tried Spanish and class
Finbar tried Polish and Eastern European. We all had great fun trying out the
new dishes and drinks.

After the break we watched more videos. We got to learn some Japanese,
which was very difficult but it's so interesting. Chinese art is a lot of fun. We
learned French with Fatima and we played ‘Who Wants To Be A Millionaire’.
We also had a Google Meets call with a past pupil who is now producing an
Irish show on TG4. She explained to us how helpful it is to have a language.
She was very interesting to listen to. We also went to the concert hall where
we got to learn Indian dancing and Fatima made some Moroccan foods for
us to try. We got goodie bags too! Overall, it was a very fun day and it
showed how beneficial it is to learn new languages. A big thank you to the
language department of the school and the students who organised such a
great day for us.

Donegal Youth Council AGM
by Jennifer Chudley

On Friday the 19th of November, the TY captains attended the Donegal
Youth Council AGM on Zoom, along with Donegal Youth Council members
and students from all around Donegal. To open, Jamie Skelton, a Dublin
Magician, performed many tricks and read the minds of participants.
Everyone was shocked and amazed by his performance.

The Donegal Regional Officer for the ISSU, Caitlin Faye Maniti joined us
and started off with a fun energiser. She then talked about how she
found her passion for being a voice for others and climate action, as well
as explaining the ISSU and its roles.

Throughout the Zoom, we went into breakout rooms with other students
and discussed different topics. One of the main topics was mental health
and what we could do about the mental health of students in our school.
We talked about solutions to prevent the stigma of talking about your
mental health and reaching out for help. We all exchanged helpful ideas.
We also discussed climate change and social media and its impacts on
youth. It was interesting to hear different people’s perspectives on these
serious topics.

Overall it was a great experience and we learnt a lot from it. Many
thanks to Micheal Mc Devitt and the Donegal Youth Council for
organising this event.

TY Religion Retreat

by Isabelle Miranda

Our lives in TY have been very busy recently and this religious retreat
gave us the perfect outlet to unwind and have a fun day. When we
signed up for the retreat we were unsure what to expect. Needless to
say, we were very surprised.
When we first arrived at the Divine Mercy Centre we were greeted by
Alex and Kylie who worked at An Tobar Nua, a Christian organisation.
They told us a little bit about the organisation and explained the
theme of the retreat, Unlocking Potential. We were divided into
groups and we soon found out this was a competitive event. Everyone
wanted the mystery prize.

They talked to us about unlocking our potential and mentioned key
words for example persistence, finding a passion and hard work. They
played videos of inspirational people to demonstrate our learnings.
We were told different stories from Alex and Kylie about their
experiences and how God helped them. Meanwhile they asked us
questions and the points on the board began piling up.

continued...
The best part of the retreat were the competitive games. They
were based around the theme of the retreat. Some examples are a
variation of 'Who Wants to be a Millionaire' and charades. There
were also mini games like finishing the song lyrics, guessing the
amount of sweets in the jar (there were 93 though no one got
close), a squat competition and guess what movie the song is from.

My personal favourite was the dancing competition. With your
team you had to improvise a dance and sing the lyrics to the
chosen song. The best team received the most points. It was a
great experience and everyone got involved and laughed. We also
took time to sit down and close our eyes to relax for a few minutes
after the chaotic games. It was very calming and we nearly fell
asleep.

At the end of the day the points were tallied up and the winners
were declared. The prizes were given (a delicious chocolate bar)
and we bid farewell. Overall it was an extremely enjoyable event
and lots of laughter was shared. Thank you to the religion
department in the school for organising and supervising this retreat
for us.

Class Fiachra's
scoreboard

Donegal ISSU Regional Council of
Schools

by Jennifer Chudley

On Monday the 22nd of November, four students, including two TY
students, attended the Donegal ISSU Regional Council in the LYIT.
At the event, Caitlin Faye Maniti, Donegal ISSU Regional Officer,
displayed her progress and discussed her experience of being a
Regional Officer. We also participated in many fun games,
energisers and ISSU themed quizzes.

The highlight of the day was the negotiation workshop where the
teachers union, student council, parents committee and the board
of management had to negotiate where

€500,000

was to be

allocated for the refurbishment and an extension of the current
school. We were given a sheet with what each of our groups
wanted, such as a new library or staff room. By the end, we
negotiated a plan which left the ‘Teachers Union’ walking out of
the meeting.

continued...
After a lovely lunch, we returned and elected the new
ISSU Regional Officer after they each gave strong
speeches.

Congratulations to Ellen Griffin, Loreto

Secondary School Letterkenny and Tara Toye, Deele
College for becoming the new Regional Officers. After
voting, we then discussed mental health and came up
with a plan to help improve the mental health of
students. It was amazing to hear everyone’s ideas. We
met many new students from the day and set up a group
chat where we can discuss matters in schools all around
Donegal.

Thank you to Caitlin Faye Maniti, former Donegal
Regonal Officer and Emma Sweeney ISSU Student
Engagement & Team Lead for lorganising this eventfilled day.

Photo of Donegal Regional Council of Schools

Equality has no Gender YSI
By Anna McElhinney

We chose this topic because it is one that affects us all. Our gender
alone shouldn't be the amount of our abilities and it definitely
shouldn't dictate the opportunities we have. Our YSI project focuses
on the issues that directly impact our lives as young women. Even
though we have just begun our project, we have a clear view of the
changes we want and need to see.

We held a bake sale on Thursday the 25th of November. A lot of
planning was put into the bake sale in order to make it covid
friendly. Timetables and rotas were done up and each class was
given a 15 minute slot to visit the bake sale which was held in both
the concert hall and lobby.

The money raised is going to be used to facilitate self defence
classes for students,

as while looking at survey results we found

that very few students felt safe walking alone especially at night.
We were delighted to have raised

€471

as it is more than enough to

cover classes. We can now move forward with our other plans to
organize an awareness walk, promoting women's sports and making
sanitary products more accessible in our school.

Ty Captains
Meet this years Transiton Year captains
elected by their fellow classmates:

Katie Mc Shane
- Finbar

Eve Callaghan
- Fergus

Adithi Vijayakumar

Jennifer Chudley

- Fiachra

- Fiachra

Ríoghnach McFadden

Jessica Keys

- Fionn

- Fionn

Olaith Maguire

Katie McGarrigle

- Finbar

- Finbar

Leah Mullen
- Fergus

Ms Carr’s Math Memorial Tournament
On the 30th of November the Leadership team hosted
the first round of Ms Carr’s Math Memorial Tournament
which included a TY math competition event. The school
participated in a non-uniform day to raise funds for our
dearly missed Ms Bríd Carr’s memorial bench, which will
be placed outside the staff room. The Leadership Team
intends for this tournament to be carried out annually
as an event to commemorate Ms Bríd Carr and her love
for maths.

Congratulations to Anna McElhinney, class Fiachra for
winning the TY math competition.

Photos from the day

November Sport

By Eva Harvey

Basketball Match: 11th November
Well done to the U19 basketball team who travelled to Gort, Co. Galway
to play Gort CS. The girls had an impressive victory winning 64-43. This
was the first round of the Pinergy All Ireland School Cup Competition.
This is the first competitive school game since March 2020. A great way
to start a season.

Basketball Match: 19th November
Excellent basketball was played on Friday the 19th of November by
Loreto’s under 16 basketball team, beating Dungavan 82-10. An
exceptional performance from every single member, everyone getting
game time. It was a very entertaining performance from the girls and
they should be confident going into their next game.

Gaelic Match v Enniskillen: 10th of November
It was the second game of the season. Unfortunately it didn't go the way
we wanted it to. We worked very hard and managed to get some points
and goals on the board. The scorers were Aoife Sweeney, Orla Malseed
and Lucy Grant. We had a bit more practice since the last game and it
really did show.

We are all looking forward to the next game coming up.
-Interview with captain, Niamh Sweeney

U20s match Home v Moville: 18th November
Starting line up: Lara Faul, Natasha Tinney, Niamh Mangan, Louise Doherty,
Katherine Hopkins, Clodagh Sweeney, Sophie Mc Feely, Lucy Clarke, Orla
Malseed, Hannah Hopkins, Jamie-Lee McMahon, Niamh Sweeney, Áibhe McDaid,
Alisha Tobin, Laura Doherty.

Coaches: Mr Ferry, Ms McLaughlin, Ms Gallagher

The under 20 gaelic team played a very entertaining and positive game right
from the beginning to end against Moville and came out victorious, winning by
an astonishing 12:22 to 2:6. Excellent football was played from the keeper to
forwards, everyone giving an exceptional performance all round. Scorers for
Loreto were Katherine Hopkins, Clodagh Sweeney, Sophie McFeely, Orla
Malseed, Hannah Hopkins, Jamie- Lee McMahon, Niamh Sweeney, Áibhe Mc
Daid, Alisha Tobin, Laura Doherty, Aoife Sweeney and Alisha Gallagher. This
secured a great win and a great start for the under 20 team.

U16 Home v Milford match: 26th November
The u16 Gaelic team secured a great win over Milford on Friday 26th
November beating the Milford girls 4:12 to 3:9. It was an extremely tight
game but our Loreto girls persevered and fought hard to see the game
through from the very first minute to end. It was an excellent game to
watch, very entertaining and every single player worked tirelessly for their
well deserved win. Scorers for Loreto were Aoife Sweeney, Lucy Grant,
Sarah Lambe, Caoimhe Patton, Orla Malseed and Niamh Sweeney. Wishing
the best for our Gaelic girls in any more upcoming matches.

