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As part of our TY programme, we as
a year group took a trip to Gartan
Outdoor Education Centre. This was
an overnight trip and gave us plenty
of opportunities to get to know other
people in our year and spend some
quality time with our friends.  

To begin the trip my group were sent out to
engage in water activities, our group was
further split in half. Half of the group went
kayaking and the other half went canoeing.
My group went canoeing and we enjoyed our
experience immensely. My favourite part
was when we had competitions to see who
could stand up in their canoe for the
longest. This experience helped to build
trust between our year group. We had to
trust one another because we had to keep
everyone safe while in the water.  

Once the water activities came to a close we
engaged in many team building exercises
including working together to problem solve
using ropes. Later on in the evening a group of us
took part in an activity called “Night Line.” We
were all blindfolded and had to work together
using communication to get through a walk full
of obstacles at night. This was my favourite part
of the trip because I spent it with my friends and
we had a lot of laughs going through those
obstacles. Gartan was an amazing experience and
one I will never forget. We all had an amazing
time together and it will definitely be one of the
highlights of TY.  

Gartan Outdoor Education Centre

By Ellen Griffin



Glenveagh National Park & Castle

We started our walk to Glenveagh at 9am on Tuesday morning in the
Gartan Outdoor Education Centre. We walked through Gartan, passed
the Glebe Gallery and up through roads to the Lough Inshagh walk path.
On our way we met a few friends including some gorgeous highland
cattle with the most adorable calves and some of the girls got great
photos of them. The autumn leaves, lakes and hills really made view the
whole way along our walk wonderful. We made it to the castle after a
long refreshing walk, got some lunch in the tea rooms and took a look
about the castle. The buses took us to the visitor center where we
watched a short film about the Glenveagh state during The Famine. We
got another bite to eat in the visitors center cafe and then headed
home. On a whole it was an extremely enjoyable trip, and we all feel it
brought our year group closer together.

By Lucy Grant



 As we are all aware, transition year is a year full of opportunities
to meet new people and make new friends. At the start of the year
when we were all split into different classes it was quite daunting
as we had been used to being in the same class everyday for the
previous three years at the school. However, as the year went
along we all have became so much more comfortable in our TY
classes and all the classes have bonded well, our team building
helped make this possible. 
 
At the beginning of the year Donal Gillespie came to the school to
work with each TY class individually. This gave us students a better
chance to get to know new people in our class and learn things we
didn’t already know about each other. 
The day started off with some ice breaker exercises to get each
other talking to people we might not usually talk to and we learned
lots about each other throughout these various exercises.
The next part of the day was more than likely the highlight for
many students as they took part in competitive team building
games. These games showed the great character of students and
their competitive sides really shone through. Many laughs and
good times were shared amongst all. 
At the end of the day there was no doubt that the atmosphere in
the class was at an all time high and we had bonded incredibly
well in such a short space of time.

TY Team Building
 

By Aine Barron



Dunfanaghy Workhouse 
H E R I T A G E  S T U D I E S  T R I P -  C L A S S  F I N B A R

As part of the TY Modules, Class Finbar during their Heritage
Studies went to the Dunfanaghy workhouse to further their
knowledge on life in Irish Workhouse during the times of the
famine. Class Finbar was given a guided tour of the workhouse by
Róisin. They also learned many stories of individuals during that
time. After this they went to Dunfanaghy town for some lunch
which they thoroughly enjoyed and whilst on their way home
they stopped off at the Bridge of tears which as a place during
the Famine that people said their last goodbyes to their loved
ones hence where the name comes from. Class Finbar really
loved this trip. Thanks to Mr.Shovlin & Ms.Kelly for taking them.

By Mia McFadden



As part of the TY Modules,
Class Fergus during their
Geography module travelled
to a river in Barnesmore Gap
to carry out a field study and
to experience what Leaving
Certificate Geography is like. 

The class engaged in a river field
study where they measured the
river with a measuring  tape, then
they measured the depth and
speed of the river of the river
every 90cm. Following this they
picked a stone from every 90cm
and measured it’s width and if it
was angular or rounded. 

Across the day the group really
enjoyed the experience. It brought
everyone close together, everyone
bonded well and helped many with
deciding on their future Leaving
Certificate subject choices. A huge
thank you to Ms. Cunnea for
organising the trip and taking us
out for a great day.

Barnesmore Gap
G E O G R A P H Y  T R I P - C L A S S  F E R G U S

By Ellen Griffin



Be Well Workshop 
With Youth Work Ireland  

On the the 17th of October, Catherine From
Youth Work Ireland came into our school to give
a “Be Well” workshop to the whole year group. 
   
Each TY class had their own scheduled time and
the workshop lasted for three classes
(1h 20mins).  The workshops main focus was
identifying and addressing anxiety. 

Catherine was very kind and did a great job
creating a safe environment  for everyone.  We
discussed many topics and asked many
questions, and in the end we were given a sheet
containing the “5 Ways To Wellbeing” to take
home. 

Some of the activities we did were; 
Anxiety balloons; where we all get a small balloon and we’re
told to write what things/ situations make us anxious on
them. After that we were told to stand up and to try and keep
everyone’s balloon in the air. Though it didn’t seem like it at
the time, this was a great team building exercise. We then sat
back down holding someone else’s balloon and discussed
similarities in what people wrote. After all that we got to pop
the balloons! This was to symbolise us getting rid of each
other's worries.

Symptoms of anxiety poster; We were told to form groups
and draw an outline of a body using the paper and markers
that Catherine had provided. In almost a mind map sort of
fashion, each group drew and labelled any symptoms of
anxiety we could think of. We discovered how different the
feeling of anxiety can be for people, we even ran into a few
opposite symptoms, like one person feeling extremely warm
when they are anxious while another extremely cold. It was
interesting to see how people can differ so drastically. 

Overall the “Be Well” Workshop was a great learning
opportunity for all of us.  
 

By Cora McArt



Blast Dance workshop
All of the Ty classes got offered the
amazing opportunity to take part in a
dance workshop with the lovely and
very talented Andrea Emmett. We got to
spend two hours with Andrea improving
our dancing and acting skills and our
confidence in general. 

Andrea taught us two amazing and very
enjoyable dances from the musicals
Greece and Hairspray. In both dances
we had to interact with a partner which
made the dances even more enjoyable.
We also got to dance in smaller groups
in one of the dances. We all really
enjoyed watching each other perform. 

We did some acting and performing as well/
We acted out extracts from Greece,
Hairspray and many more. We got to add
our own personal twists to the characters
we had to portray, and we all added
something a little bit different to every
character which was amazing to watch. We
once again got to perform these scenes to
the rest of the class, and this meant that
we all got more comfortable with each
other. 

Overall, this workshop was
thoroughly enjoyable and helped our
class in so many ways. It made us
more comfortable around each other
and it taught us how to work as a
team. Everyone who was able to
attend this workshop had a lot of fun
and really enjoyed it. 

By Caoilfhionn Lafferty



Ploughing Championship 2022-Day 1

We arrived at the ploughing for 2pm and had a
blast. Some people got to see famous people such
as Jim Flano, Marty Morrison , and Derek Ryan.
Many people went shopping and got some items
that were probably overpriced, others went to the
dance floor to do some jiving, whilst some went to
the amusement that cost a fortune many of us
went into the pop-up Aldi store trying to get the
cowboy hats that they were giving out for free.

By Amy Harvey



Birr Outdoor Education Centre -Day 2
After day 1 of the ploughing we all stayed in
tents as groups and had a great time between
playing cards, dancing and having the craic.
Until the next morning where many if us were
unfortunate to have been woken up to our
tents and  belongings soaked. It made many
want to leave but we stayed and didn't let it
get in our way of having a good time.

The second day there, even though it was raining and mucky, it
was great. Everyone was on the dance floor jiving away the
thought of the morning. The music was brilliant and the
atmosphere was astounding. It really brightened up the day. We
left the ploughing championships at 4 o’clock and headed home
on a high note. We arrived home at 11 at night, all of us tired and
nearly all of us got a cold, wanting just to go home and sleep in
the comfort of our own bed after the amazing experience we
just had. Thanks to all the teachers who came along with us.

By Amy Harvey



ATU - Computing for Girls
This workshop shows females that we can and should go into the
world of computing. Technology plays a huge role in our lives and
knowledge of it will help in whatever course we want to do. Mr. Cullen
and Mr. Conaghan from the ATU gave a great presentation. They told
us about the language of coding and showed us a video talking about
why learning to code is so important and everyone should learn a bit
of coding in their lifetime. We were told all about the courses using
coding and computers which was interesting to know. After we used
an app called swift playground where we played but also learnt a bit
of coding until 1 o'clock when we left to go home after a lovely lunch. 

Dates classes attended the ATU
Fiachra- 16/09/2022

Fionn -23/9/2022
Finbar- 30/9/2022
Fergus- 7/10/2022

By Amy Harvey



TY Tennis In Our
Community

This school term, the TY students in our school were fortunate enough
to take part in the TY tennis in the community programme with St
Bernadettes. The programme ran every Thursday from the 15th of
September to the 20th of October. The programme gave the TY
students an opportunity to work together with young children who
have additional needs whilst meeting their peers from Coláiste Ailligh
and St Eunans. 
Personally, I found my experience of the tennis very enjoyable. I think  
I learned many new skills throughout the course of the programme
and these are skills which will stick with me forever. Although there
were some challenges along the way we were always able to
overcome them by working together with the children. I would
definitely recommend this experience to anyone who has the chance. 

By Aine Barron



                                                

TY Irish Roadshow

Extra topics
Síoba talked to us about the different
ways that people promote the Irish
language in and out of school. One of
the things she talked about was
Gaelige 24 which is a day in school
where you talk in Irish all day and do
activities, which we have particpated in
before.

Other areas where the Irish language is
shown was Raidió Rí-Rá which is a
radio station for young people and
Dúshlán, Dúshlán is a competiton that
lasts for 50 hours you are put into
groups of 3 and have 30 challenges to
do. What ever team completes these
challenges gets a prize.

We finished the day off by taking
photos and thanking Síoba for coming
in and teaching us more about the Irish
language.

On Thursday the 13th of October class Fiachra and
Fionn particapted in an Irish Roadshow which was
hosted by Síoba from Conradh na Gaeilge. 

At the start of the day we held two debates on the
use and importance of the Irish language and how
its used  everyday. On a daily basis 73,803 people
speak Irish everyday.

In the 1st debate we discused whether foreign
languages such as Spainish or French are more
important to learn in school than Irish, the class
split on the decison. The 2nd debate was about the
use of the Irish language in an everyday setting, for
example if you were at the post office and asked
for a stamp in Irish and the employee didn't speak
Irish would you continue to speak in Irish or English.
The majority of people chose that they would speak
in English. 

The second activity that we did involved listening to
an artist in Irish and guessing the singer, prizes
were handed out to the person who got the correct
answer, there was a number of prizes handed out
such as sunglasses and t-shirt, etc.

Activities

By Ella Tobin



All classes this year have taken part in
a Human Trafficking and Gender
Equality workshop hosted by Danielle
from the Donegal Womens Centre who
was very nice and who made it an
enjoyable experience for all involved.
It was a very informative workshop
teaching everyone about the dangers
of human trafficking and how it
happens everywhere and anywhere.
We were also taught about gender
equality as well and how gender
inequality happens all around us. It
was a very educational workshop and
all classes very much enjoyed it  

Gender Equality Workshop

By Katherine Hopkins



Innovating communities

Classes Fergus and Fionn have been
taking part in an innovating communities
and design workshop every Tuesday
hosted by Simon and Mark from Ice
Cream Architecture and Eammon from
Donegal Local Development Company.
Innovating Communities is a free training
and mentoring project designed to
empower local people and groups to
work together and address challenges
facing their local area. Both classes are
working on different projects that will
benefit our school and local community
in some way. They are really enjoying
this programme and will continue to
work on it untill Christmas.

By Katherine Hopkins



Halloween dress-up
Class Fiachra: 
 Men in Black

Class Fergus:
St.Eunans boys

Class Fionn:
 80's gym instructors

Class Finbar: 
 Daddy day care

Everyone in Ty also took part in a flash mob which took place in
the lobby at break time and was organised by Ms. Emmett. We
danced to thriller and had lots of fun doing it. 

The winners of the dress-up competition were class Fiachra
who were dressed up as Men in Black. Caoimhe Patton won
best dressed with her 80's gym instructor costume. 

By Caoilfhionn Lafferty



Upcoming TY Events 
N O V E M B E R -  D E C E M B E R

Womens Centre Every Tuesday

Cooking with St. Euanans Every Thursday 

Electronicas with St. Euanans Every Thursday 

November 14th YES Workshop Classes Fergus & Finbar 

November 15th Gaeilge 24 
 
November 17th Think Languages 

November 21st Belfast Christams Markets 
 
November 28th Forensic Workshop 

December 2nd Tennisathon with St.Euanans 

December 5th YES Workshop Classes Fionn & Fiachra 

December 6th Christmas Trade Fair 

Thank you!
Editor: Mia McFadden


